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Can you imagine what kind of response you would get if you  
asked your children, “Who would like to volunteer to clean up the 
kitchen after dinner today?”  Eyeballs would be staring at you like 
you had two heads! If you couch your request in terms of 
volunteerism, you would have suggested that they don’t have any 
real ownership in this matter. Perhaps they do sometimes think 
that their mother and father are simply hired hands to take care of 
them, but rest assured, you have not received a paycheck for 
services rendered lately. 
 

When we give a donation of blood, we volunteer our time and 
blood to the Red Cross. The Red Cross does not employ most of 
us, nor do we own a part of the Red Cross. We can only volunteer 
ourselves for the cause. 
 

As parishioners we are part of a parish family. We belong to our 
parish community.  The call of the body of Christ occurs in every 
parish and our response should be that of the psalmist, “Here am 
I, Lord; I come to do your will.”  Real stewardship never counts 
the cost and never asks for volunteers.  We step forward because 
we belong to something greater than ourselves and the head of 
that community is Jesus.  After dinner at your house, someone 
needs to clean up the kitchen.  In your parish community, 
someone needs to respond to the call of Jesus. In both cases, no 
volunteers are needed. We will rely on family instead.   Lpi. 

 

FROM SPECTATORS TO SIGNPOSTS 
 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist points and de-
clares, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  These words are 
so familiar that they risk becoming harmless, but they 

are anything but.  To call 
Jesus the Lamb is to confess 
that the world is wounded, 
that sin is real, and that we 
need saving, not polishing, 
not motivating, not self-
improving. Many of us are 

comfortable Christians who want a God who reassures 
but does not disrupt, who blesses our plans but never 
challenges our priorities.  Yet the Lamb of God does 
not come to affirm our comfort;  He comes to take 
away the sin of the world, including the sins we have 
learned to tolerate, excuse, or rename. 
 
The prophet Isaiah makes it clear that faith was never 
meant to be small or private.  God says it is “too little” 
to belong only to our-
selves or our familiar cir-
cles; we are called to be a 
light to the nations.  This 
is where the Gospel 
presses hard on our par-
ish community.  If our 
faith stays hidden like a 
private garden, visited 
once a week but never 
shaping how we speak, spend, forgive, or serve—then 
it has become a performance rather than a calling.  St. 
Paul reminds us that we are called to be holy, and holi-
ness is never silent; it always spills into the ordinary 
places of daily life. 
 
John the Baptist shows us what real discipleship looks 
like: the courage to step into second place.  He had 
influence, yet he pointed away from himself so that 
Christ might be known.  As we enter Ordinary Time, 
the Gospel asks us to pray honestly and act coura-
geously:  What “lamb” in my life is calling me to sur-
render my comfort?  Sit quietly and imagine the Lamb 
standing before you, notice where resistance rises. 
Where does my faith stay hidden like a private gar-
den?  Visualize the places you go each day and invite 
the Holy Spirit to turn them into spaces where God’s 
name is spoken. And finally, How can I become a sign
-post for others this week?  Picture a crossroads in 
your neighborhood or workplace and pray for the 
courage to point to Christ there.  If we truly behold the 
Lamb of God, we cannot remain spectators—we must 
become signposts, even when it costs us something. 
   Fr. Mark Ameh, MSP  Pastor 
 



 

THE SCHEDULE FOR MASSES IN ST. BART’S 

IS AS FOLLOWS: 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

7 AM AND 9 AM        SATURDAY MASS:  9 AM  

SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5 PM 

SUNDAY MASSES  

9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM (SPANISH) & 5 PM 

CONFESSIONS ARE ON SATURDAY FROM 4 TO 4:30 PM 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Play That One Again 
 

How many times have you sung the church song, “Here I Am, 
Lord”?  If you grew up Catholic and are around my age (still 50!), 
the answer is more than you can count.  The song that quotes 
various verses of Scripture is sung using guitar, piano, or organ, 
by cantors and choirs, in traditional and modern churches.  It is 
truly a Catholic greatest hit of the modern Church.  The question 
is how many times when singing the refrain have you really taken 
to heart what you were singing. 
 
“Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the 
night.”  Like the biblical figure Samuel, we are responding to the 
call of God by asking for clarification that we are indeed the one 
being called.  We then follow up the question with a profound 
statement:  “I will go if You lead me.”  It is profound because we 
are pledging to our God that we are willing to go wherever He 
wants.  We are accepting the challenge put forth in the U.S. 
Bishops’ pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” to 
become mature disciples who respond to the call of Jesus Christ 
regardless of the cost.  We have sung this pledge repeatedly for 
many years.  
 
We never have any idea what God will call us to do and where to 

go.  Sometimes the request can ask us for quite a lot.  Hopefully, 

we respond like a mature disciple.  If not, maybe we should 

reflect more the next time this song is played.  The melody will 

not allow for the words, “I will see if I am busy and then decide to 

go if you lead me.”  Then again, I don’t want to sing that to God, 

the source of all life anyway. Do you? 

 

   — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
Question from last week:  What is the name for  the formal 
letters in the New Testament sent to people and Christian 
communities? 
Answer :  The Epistles 
Question for this week: Is it true or  false that all wine used in 
the Eucharist must be fermented?  
Answer:  In next week’s bulletin. 

Blessing of the Beloved 
Dear God, 

Bless and anoint us today. You are our Father and 
guide.  

Remind us of our identity in You:  
loved, called, and equipped for mission.  

Bless us as we journey, giving us strength for each 
day and grace in each step.  

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
JANUARY 11, 2026 

Sunday collection: $3,734.00  
 

On line giving:  January 5– January 12 
$2,088.00 

 
 
 

IT’S EASY TO SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING 
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE 

You can set up separate one time or recurring donations for the different 
collections (regular weekly, snow removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may 
wish to begin with the regular collections, try it out and when you are 
comfortable, you can sign up for the others.  Also, know if you set up  
for recurring donations, you are in full control and can always 
change or cancel  at any time.  And by donating in this manner you 
may get the added benefit of accumulating additional points or cash on 
your credit card while at the same time helping out the parish.   So, give 
it a try and sign up today!!!!  IT’S EASY!!! Go to: 
www.saintbartsparish.org  (BE SURE TO SPELL OUT SAINT) and 
click on the We Share online giving link.  Follow the instructions. 
(WE SHARE HAS REPLACED PARISH PAY).   
If you have any questions or problems, contact the Parish Office 
and leave a message or e mail us at stbartschurch@aol.com. 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT A REGISTERED  

PARISHIONER, YOU CAN NOW REGISTER TO BE A 

PARISIHIONER ON LINE AT 

WWW.SAINTBARTSPARISH.ORG, CLICK ON PARISH 

REGISTRATION.   

FORMS ARE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH. PRINT OUT THE 

FORM AND RETURN IT TO THE PARISH OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our Parish, 
especially Ann Lackner, Gail Chappory, Gina Obalde, Ron and Sally 
Petro, Richard (Dick) Novak, Jr., Anthony Spinner, Steven Sarich, John 
McKenna, Antony Gorge Ferreira, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola, 
Edith Kelly, Susan Rivera, Kenneth Chappory, Ellen Chimenti, Gianna 
Whitehead, Dan Panik, Dominick Francis Marra, Edward Minozzi, 
Robert Minnucci, Lucia Sevivas, Josephine Giabattista, Loni Shost, Ken 
Shost, John & Patricia Quirk, Lucille McGeough, Baby Joseph Anthony 
Coddington,  Megan Weingarten, Richard Gritta, Luz Maria Izurieta, 
Joan Manno, Ana Herrera, Edna McShane, Patricia Nieman, Richard 
Romanowski, Salvador Aviles, Judy Hanrahan, Theresa Liuzzi, Barbara 
Olivieri, Samuel Olivieri, Michael & Joseph Diaz (twin babies), Rosaria 
Mercandetti, Tom Swetz, Joanne Pragana, Martha Cesaitis, Ronald 
Pietropaolo, Don Foley.and Robert Akey. 
 
 
Please call the Parish Office and leave a message or e mail us at 
stbartschurch@aol.com, if you wish to add a loved one to the sick 
list. 

 



**************************************************** 

Saturday Vigil, January 17 
 

5:00 PM  Denis LaValle + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, January 18 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

  9:30 AM Manuel Obalde + 

11:00 AM Charles Yaskovic + 
12:30 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 
5:00 PM Juan & Maria Guiracocha + 

 
**************************************************** 
Monday, January 19 
Weekday—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
9:00 AM John Nieman + 

 
Tuesday, January 20 
 Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Theresa Venturino + 
 
Wednesday, January 21 
Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
7:00 AM Angelo Velez + 
9:00 AM No Intention 
 
Thursday, January 22 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
7:00 AM Holy Souls in Purgatory 
9:00 AM No Intention 
 
Friday, January 23 
Weekday 
7:00 AM Reverend Patrick J. Mee + 
9:00 AM Jack Gronowski & William Bruder + 
 
Saturday, January 24 
Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
9:00 AM No Intention 
**************************************************** 

Saturday Vigil, January 24 
 

5:00 PM  Maria Loreta Lucchetti + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, January 25 
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

  9:30 AM Arlene Tiplady + 
11:00 AM Emil Kurak + 
12:30 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 
5:00 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 

 

 
Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you came 
to celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank God for you!  
Do not hesitate to let us know how we may serve you. 
Every family and single adult to be considered an active 
parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must be properly 
registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using the Parish 
Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this way can the Pastor 
issue documents attesting to Catholic practice of the faith and 
Parish membership, e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For 
further information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 
 
If you have not registered or need to correct some of the 
information in our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the 
appropriate box below, or you may also use the Registration Form 
found on the table at the rear of the Church; and drop the 
completed form into the collection basket or drop off/mail it to the 
Parish Office.  Thank you! 
 
Name:  

Address: 

City/Zip:  

Telephone: 

Comment:  
 

� I am interested in parish membership. 
� I am a visitor. 
� Change of Address / Telephone Number. 
� I am moving out of the Parish. 
� I am going to the hospital. 
� I would like to be visited by a priest / minister. 
� Please send me the Catholic New York. 

WE ALL NEED A LITTLE HUMOR 

 
 


