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Holy Matrimony: A Sacrament, Not Just a Ceremony 
 
A wedding in the Church is not just a beautiful ceremony; it is a 
true sacrament, in which the love of a baptized man and woman 
becomes a visible sign of Christ’s faithful love for his Church.  In 
their freely given consent before God’s altar, the couple enter a 
lifelong covenant that God himself seals, ordering their whole life 
together toward their own good and the generous welcoming and 
education of children.  In this sacrament, Christ dwells with the 
spouses and pours out grace to strengthen their unity, sustain their 
fidelity, and help them love each other with the same self-giving 
love with which he loves the Church.  A Church wedding, then, is 
where marriage is explicitly rooted in Christ, celebrated within 
the praying community, and entrusted to the Lord who promises 
to accompany the couple every day of their married life. 
 
For this reason, the Church earnestly invites Catholic couples to 
celebrate their marriage in the liturgy, normally within the 
Eucharist, where their covenant is joined to Christ’s own offering 
of himself for his Bride.  In the sacred space of the church, before 
the community and under the nuptial blessing, the Lord 
consecrates their human love, making their home a “domestic 
church,” a place where faith is handed on and God’s love 
becomes present for children, relatives, and the wider parish.  A 
Church wedding is not merely a religious option among others; it 
is the privileged way Christ raises the natural bond of marriage to 
the dignity of a sacrament, so that the couple’s “yes” becomes a 
lifelong witness to the Gospel in the heart of the Church and in 
the midst of the world. 

Registration is open for next year’s Religious Education 

classes.  Children who will be enter ing 
first grade this September or are currently 
in grade school through high school are 

eligible to enroll. 

Also we offer programs for any adults who 
have not made communion and confirmation. 

THE MEMORARE is a prayer  to the Blessed Mother  in 
which the supplicant calls upon the maternal love and protection 
of Mary’s intercession in an hour of dire need.  “I fly unto thee, O 
Virgin of virgins, my mother,” reads one section of the prayer, 
which goes on to beseech “the Mother of the Word Incarnate” to 
receive these petitions with love and mercy. 
St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. Francis de Sales were two great 
devotees of this prayer.  

The Call and Challenge of Discipleship 
 
The readings for this Sunday remind us that discipleship is not a 
spiritual hobby or a gentle add‑on to an already comfortable life; 
it is the Lord’s decision to claim us as His “special possession” 
and to send us out as laborers into his harvest.  Israel in the first 
reading is chosen, carried on eagle’s wings, and brought into cov-

enant not because they are numerous or impres-
sive, but simply because God loves them and 
wants to make of them “a kingdom of priests, a 
holy nation.”  Saint Paul then announces the 
staggering truth that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us; we have been reconciled, 
justified, and saved not by our merit but by His 
blood.  In other words, before discipleship is a 
task, it is a gift:  we are loved first, forgiven 
first, lifted up first.  Yet precisely this grace 

makes a claim on us.  If we have truly been rescued, then our 
lives can no longer circle around comfort, convenience, and 
self‑protection. 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus looks on the crowds “troubled and aban-
doned, like sheep without a shepherd” and then turns to the disci-
ples with a disturbing command:  “Pray the master of the harvest 
to send out laborers,” and immediately, he sends them.  There is 
no gap between prayer and mission, between seeing the broken-
ness of the world and offering our own bodies, time, and re-
sources as the answer to the very prayer we have spoken.  He 
gives them authority to heal, cleanse, cast out demons, and then 
he strips them of false security:  “Without cost you have received; 
without cost you are to give,” taking no gold, silver, or spare tu-
nic.  The challenge of discipleship is here: to allow Jesus to dis-
mantle our reliance on money, status, and control so that our only 
real security is His presence and His promise that “the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.”  A domesticated Christianity that avoids 
risk, avoids cost, and avoids public witness simply does not 
match the radical simplicity and urgency of this Gospel. 
 
For our parish, this means asking not first, “What can this com-
munity do for me?” but “How is the Lord asking me to spend my 
life for the sake of his kingdom, right here, right now?”  The har-
vest in Yonkers is plentiful: young people drifting without pur-
pose, families exhausted and isolated, the poor and elderly quietly 
suffering, many who have been hurt by the Church or have never 
truly heard the kerygma.  The challenge of discipleship is that 
every baptized member is sent: to speak a word of faith where 
others are silent, to forgive where others nurse grudges, to give 
time and money where others cling to their own comfort, to invite 
someone back to Mass, to serve in catechesis, youth ministry, or 
outreach instead of remaining a spectator.  If we dare to accept 
that we have “received without cost,” we must also dare to live a 
costly love one that rearranges our schedules, habits, and priori-
ties so that when the Lord looks upon this parish, he no longer 
sees sheep without a shepherd, but a community of intentional 
missionary disciples laboring in his harvest.  
   Fr, Mark Ameh, MSP   Pastor 



 

THE SCHEDULE FOR MASSES IN ST. BART’S 

IS AS FOLLOWS: 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

7 AM AND 9 AM        SATURDAY MASS:  9 AM  

SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5 PM 

SUNDAY MASSES  

9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM (SPANISH) & 5 PM 

CONFESSIONS ARE ON SATURDAY FROM 4 TO 4:30 PM 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
The Power of a Simple Action 

 
I remember seeing a story on a morning news program about a 
little girl who wanted to give an elderly man in a grocery store a 
hug.  She had no way of knowing that this man had just lost his 
wife of many years and now felt so very alone and depressed.  
Her reaching out to the man seemed odd to her mom at first, but 
the girl was so insistent about giving a hug she moved the 
shopping carts close together so the exchange could take place. 
No one knew that from that moment on the little girl would ask to 
visit her new friend at least once a week for the next four years 
until he passed away.  In an interview soon after the initial 
encounter, the man said, “I haven’t been this happy in some 
time.”  Imagine the joy that relationship brought to them both 
over the years! 
 
It was just a moment.  It was a simple gesture.  Yet, it had a large 
impact that no one could have predicted.  You never know what 
will result when we give just a little of ourselves.   That 
uncertainty too often leads us to hold back or refrain from the 
simple actions of love or gestures of generosity that could come 
so easily for us if we wanted.  We should never doubt the power 
of a simple random act of kindness.  Generosity does not need to 
be grand to make a big difference.  The time is now, and the 
opportunity presents itself often to plant a small seed that God can 
water and nourish so that something beautiful can grow. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS,   LPI 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA 
 

for this week:   What ter m descr ibes the changing of the 

bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ during Mass? 

Answer:  Transubstantiation 

Question for next week:  Church candles, particularly the ones 

used in Sacramental celebrations, should contain at least 50% of 

what component?  

Prayer of Discipleship 
Dear Jesus,  

You’ve called every soul to yourself, aware of 
our faults and failures, but also our gifts, 

perspectives, our talents, and our dreams.  As we 
grow to know You, help us to more fully 

understand ourselves and, in doing so, to use our 
unique positions to spread Your love to the world.  

Amen.  

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
 

June 7 
Sunday Collection   $3,178.00 

Online giving June 1through June 8   $2,028.00 
Total:  $5,206.00 

 
 

IT’S EASY TO SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING 
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE 

You can set up separate one time or recurring donations for the different 
collections (regular weekly, snow removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may 
wish to begin with the regular collections, try it out and when you are 
comfortable, you can sign up for the others.  Also, know if you set up  
for recurring donations, you are in full control and can always 
change or cancel  at any time.  And by donating in this manner you 
may get the added benefit of accumulating additional points or cash on 
your credit card while at the same time helping out the parish.   So, give 
it a try and sign up today!!!!  IT’S EASY!!! Go to: 
www.saintbartsparish.org  (BE SURE TO SPELL OUT SAINT) and 
click on the We Share online giving link.  Follow the instructions. 
(WE SHARE HAS REPLACED PARISH PAY).   
If you have any questions or problems, contact the Parish Office 
and leave a message or e mail us at stbartschurch@aol.com. 
 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT A REGISTERED  

PARISHIONER, YOU CAN NOW REGISTER TO BE A PARISIHIONER ON 

LINE AT WWW.SAINTBARTSPARISH.ORG, CLICK ON PARISH 

REGISTRATION.   

FORMS ARE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH. PRINT OUT THE FORM AND 

RETURN IT TO THE PARISH OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our Parish, 
especially  Gail Chappory, Gina Obalde, Ron and Sally Petro, Richard 
(Dick) Novak, Jr., Anthony Spinner, Steven Sarich, John McKenna, 
Antony Gorge Ferreira, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola, Edith Kelly, 
Susan Rivera, Kenneth Chappory, Ellen Chimenti, Gianna Whitehead, 
Dan Panik, Dominick Francis Marra, Edward Minozzi, Robert Minnucci, 
Lucia Sevivas, Josephine Giabattista, Loni Shost, Ken Shost, John & 
Patricia Quirk, Lucille McGeough, Baby Joseph Anthony Coddington,  
Megan Weingarten, Richard Gritta, Luz Maria Izurieta, Joan Manno, 
Ana Herrera, Edna McShane, Patricia Nieman, Richard Romanowski, 
Salvador Aviles, Judy Hanrahan, Theresa Liuzzi, Barbara Olivieri, 
Samuel Olivieri, Michael & Joseph Diaz (twin babies), Rosaria 
Mercandetti, Tom Swetz, Joanne Pragana, Martha Cesaitis, Ronald 
Pietropaolo, Don Foley, Robert Akey. Rolando Dumalag , 
Mary Ellen Esposito and Jerry Pisacreta. 
Please call the Parish Office and leave a message or e mail us at 
stbartschurch@aol.com, if you wish to add a loved one to the sick 
list. 

Join us for  our next Bingo this Sunday, 
June 14th.  Bring a friend. 



Saturday Vigil, June 13 
 

5:00 PM  Margaret T. Maccia + 
  In Honor of St. Anthony 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, June 14 
 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

  9:30 AM Arnaldo & Rita De Sanctis + 
11:00 AM Manuel Obalde + 
  Maureen Schettino + 
12:30 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 
  5:00 PM Intentions of the Cortes & Del Moral  
  Families (Living) 
*************************************************** 
Monday, June 15 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No intention 
9:00 AM John Bodkin + 
 

Tuesday, June 16 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM John & Josephine Pierowski + 
  Maureen Schettino + 
 

Wednesday, June 17 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Faith Mathieu (Living) 
 

Thursday, June 18 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Arnaldo De Sanctis + 
 

Friday, June 19 
Weekday 
9:00 AM Reverend Tom McDonald + 
 

Saturday, June 20 
Weekday 
9:00 AM For All The Souls in Purgatory 
*************************************************** 

Saturday Vigil, June 20 
 

5:00 PM  Carmine Nicholas Maccia + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, June 21 
 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

  9:30 AM Eleanor & George Tiplady + 
11:00 AM JulieAnn Campisi Moroch + 
  Vincent Campisi & Anthony Faracco + 
12:30 PM For All Our Living & Deceased Fathers 
  5:00 PM Anthony & Rita Ponzini + 

 

 
Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you came 
to celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank God for you!  
Do not hesitate to let us know how we may serve you. 
Every family and single adult to be considered an active 
parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must be properly 
registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using the Parish 
Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this way can the Pastor 
issue documents attesting to Catholic practice of the faith and 
Parish membership, e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For 
further information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 
 
If you have not registered or need to correct some of the 
information in our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the 
appropriate box below, or you may also use the Registration Form 
found on the table at the rear of the Church; and drop the 
completed form into the collection basket or drop off/mail it to the 
Parish Office.  Thank you! 
 
Name:  

Address: 

City/Zip:  

Telephone: 

Comment:  
 

� I am interested in parish membership. 
� I am a visitor. 
� Change of Address / Telephone Number. 
� I am moving out of the Parish. 
� I am going to the hospital. 
� I would like to be visited by a priest / minister. 
� Please send me the Catholic New York. 

WE ALL NEED A LITTLE HUMOR 

 
 


